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ResoLution of the council of the florida academy of sciences
REGARDING THE PROPOSED STATE SCIENCE EDUCATION STANDARDS

Whereas, the Florida Academy of Sciences, founded in 1936, is the only organization in Florida that represents all disciplines of science;
Whereas, the mission of the Florida Academy of Sciences is to promote scientific research, stimulate interest in the sciences, encourage the diffusion of scientific knowledge and to foster public and governmental understanding and appreciation of the sciences and the industries that apply them;
Whereas, the Florida Academy of Sciences sponsors the Florida Junior Academy of Science which encourages Junior and Senior High School students to conduct scientific research and pursue careers in science, mathematics, engineering, and technology;
WHEREAS, scientific literacy is essential to the economic well being of the State of Florida;
WHEREAS, the nature of science is a method of investigation based on observation, inference, hypothesis testing, and theory building that explains the natural world in terms that can be tested, revised and falsified;
Whereas, the theory of evolution is recognized as the central unifying concept in biology, and had led to major advances in agriculture, medicine, environmental sciences and all other fields of the life sciences;
WHEREAS, the proposed revisions to the Florida Department of Education’s  Science Standards for K-12 students incorporate the concepts of biological evolution and the nature of science and scientific inquiry.
Therefore Be It Resolved, that the Council of the Florida Academy of Sciences endorses the proposed revisions with respect to origins and biological evolution as embodied in the Florida State Science Standards for K-12 (December 2007 draft).
Respectfully submitted by:

Daniel K. Odell, President

Florida Academy of Sciences

January 19, 2008

