FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



March 17, 2008

Contact:  Local signers listed below

FLORIDA SCIENCE STANDARDS WRITERS AND FRAMERS OPPOSE “ACADEMIC FREEDOM ACT” 

Today, thirty-seven of the Writers and Framers who developed the draft science standards originally submitted to the Florida Board of Education announced their opposition to the “Academic Freedom Act” being considered by the Florida Legislature (HB 1483 and SB 2692).  

These Writers and Framers, listed below, point out that evolution is the only explanation of the development and diversity of life that relies entirely on scientifically verifiable laws of nature and accounts for a huge set of observations without requiring the intervention of a supernatural agent.  Therefore, the “Academic Freedom Act” is a subterfuge for injecting the religious beliefs held by some into the science classroom.  
Our understanding of evolution is certainly not complete.  The same situation exists in all other scientific areas of study.  For example, in astronomy our understanding of gravity and the matter we can see with telescopes cannot account for the observed motions of the 

galaxies.
The Writers and Framers listed below support the discussion of scientific questions - including those in evolution - in the science classroom.  However, they believe these discussions should be conducted in an evidence-based manner that conforms to the Nature of Science benchmarks in the science standards recently approved by the Florida Board of Education.  
Janet Acerra, Science Teacher, Forest Lakes Elementary School, Pinellas County School District
Fred J. Barch, Palm Beach County Schools and President, Florida Association of Science Supervisors
Todd Bevis, Director, Great Explorations in Math and Science, Florida State University

Melody Boeringer-Hartnup, Chemistry Professor, Orange County
Susan D. Brennan, Seminole High School, IB Magnet Program, Chemistry
Kathryn Bylsma, Middle School Integrated Science Teacher, Pasco County

David Campbell, National Board Certified Science Teacher, Clay County
Susan J. Cooper, Ed.D., Assistant Professor, College of Education, Florida Gulf Coast University
Cush Copeland, Earth and Space Science, Seminole High School, Sanford, Florida

Paul Cottle, Steve Edwards Professor of Physics, Florida State University
Robert Dull, Teacher, Palm Harbor University High School
Richard Ellenburg, Orange County Public Schools, 2008 Florida Department of Education/Macy's Teacher of the Year
Steve Fannin, Science Teacher, Lincoln High School, Tallahassee
Michael Fauerbach, Associate Professor, Physics & Astronomy Florida Gulf Coast University
Michelle Ferro, Science Coordinator, West Melbourne Elementary School for Science, Melbourne

Barry Golden, Ph.D. candidate in Science Education, Florida State University

Ron Good, Professor Emeritus, Science Education, Louisiana State University and Florida State University

Ellen Granger, Director, Office of Science Teaching Activities, Florida State University
Penny Haskins, President, Radiation Technologies, Inc.
Margaret Hayden, Secondary Science Resource, Duval County Public Schools

Molly Malloy, Secondary Science Resource Teacher, Orange County Public Schools
Brian McClain, Science Teacher, Godby High School, Tallahassee

Gerry Meisels, Professor of Chemistry, University of South Florida
Bonnie Mizell, Science Coach, Howard Middle School, Orlando

Hon Kie Ng, Associate Professor of Physics, Florida State University

Donna Poniatowski, Ph.D., Science Curriculum Specialist, Sanford
Robert Potter, Professor of Chemistry, University of South Florida

Harrison Prosper, Kirby W. Kemper Professor of Physics, Florida State University

Paul Ruscher, Associate Chair and Associate Professor, Department of Meteorology, Florida State University

Sherry Southerland, Associate Professor of Science Education, Florida State University

Rick Tully, Coordinator: Science & Environmental Education School District of Lee County

Andrea Valdovinos, Science Resource Teacher, Duval County Public Schools
Horst Wahl, Professor of Physics, Florida State University
Debra Walker, Ph.D., Member, Monroe County School Board

Rena White, Nation Board Certified Science Teacher, Lee County School District
Alice A. Winn, Associate Professor of Biology, Florida State University
Curtis Wolf, Board Member, Florida Citizens for Science
