Resolution 08-_____
RESOLUTION OF THE SCHOOL BOARD OF HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA urging the state board of education to direct the florida department of education to review and revise the sunshine state standards for science as proposed to assure that BIG BANG and evolution shall be taught as two among several theories 

WHEREAS, the School Board of Highlands County, Florida, a public body corporate (hereinafter the “Board”), is responsible for the curriculum taught in its schools based on standards set by the Department of Education and approved by the State Board of Education; and

WHEREAS, such standards known as Sunshine State Standards promulgated by the Department of Education become requirements for compliance by the local school districts in developing its curriculum; and
WHEREAS, the Sunshine State Standards for Science as developed by the Department of Education and amended from time to time, contain proposed new standards which would require the teaching of the “Big Bang” theory and the theory of evolution as scientific explanations for the origin of the Universe and of life on Earth; and

WHEREAS, certain of such proposed new Standards for Science state: 

a.
Grade 7 Standards: BIG IDEA 2: SC.7.L.2.1:  Recognize and describe that 
fossil evidence is consistent with the idea that human beings evolved from 
an earlier species;


b.
Earth and Space Science Body of Knowledge Standard 1.  Earth in Space 
and Time: SC.912.E.1.1:  Cite evidence used to develop and verify the Big 
Bang theory of the origin of the Universe;


c.
Earth and Space Science Body of Knowledge Standard 1.  Earth in Space 
and Time: SC.912.E.1.6.  Interpret empirical and inferential data to 
describe the evolution of the Earth, Moon, and the Solar System;


d.
Life Science Body of Knowledge Standard 2. Evolution and Diversity: A. 
Evolution is the fundamental concept underlying all of biology and is 
supported by multiple forms of scientific evidence. 


e. 
Code: SC.912.L.2.10 within such Standard 2: Express scientific 
explanations of the origin of life on Earth; 
with such stated standards not supported or challenged by any other theory or concept; and


WHEREAS, the Board strongly believes that the “Big Bang” theory and the theory of evolution are but two of several theories for such matters; and

WHEREAS, the Board recognizes the importance of providing a thorough and comprehensive science education to all students in Highlands County, which the Board believes should include the multiple theories regarding the origins of the Universe and life on Earth; and

WHEREAS, the new Sunshine State Standards for Science as promulgated by the Department of Education omit theories and concepts other than the “Big Bang” theory and the theory of evolution in the science curriculum.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the School Board of Highlands County, Highlands County, Florida, that the State Board of Education is urged strongly to direct the Florida Department of Education to revise the new Sunshine State Standards for Science such that the “Big Bang” theory and evolution shall be presented only as two of several theories in the study of science.
APPROVED by the School Board of Highlands County on the ___ day of February, 2008.
THE SCHOOL BOARD OF 
HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA

By:_________________________________

       J. Ned Hancock, Chairperson
ATTEST:

By:________________________________

       Wallace P. (Wally( Cox, 
       Superintendent and Ex Officio Secretary
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